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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE:To prevent the occurrence of ruggedness on a recording surface of a tape-like 
optical recording medium due to wrinkles, etc., by providing a groove part of a prescribed shape 
in a part of the outer circumferential surface of a drum, on which the optical recording medium is 
slid in contact. 

CONSTITUTION:The tape-like optical medium 2 is wound around the outer circumference 21 A 
of the rotary drum 21 , and the optical recording medium 2 is irradiated by a light beam l_A1 from 
an optical head 9 provided outside the drum 2, so that information is recorded and/or reproduced 
on the optical recording medium 2. In this case, the groove part 25 formed along an irradiating 
position of the light beam LA1 is provided on the outer circumferential surface 21 B of the drum to 
be slid in contact with the side of the back side 2B of a recording area 2A of the optical recording 
medium 2 to be irradiated by the light beam LA1 . Consequently, the recording area 2A of the 
optical recording medium to be irradiated by the light beam LA1 is always supported on its back 
side 2B by an air layer. By this method, even in case of a foreign matter such as dust, etc., mixed 
into between the optical recording medium 2 and the outer circumferential surface 21 B of the 
rotary drum 21 , etc., no ruggedness takes place on the surface of the tape-like optical recording 
medium 2. 
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